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This report summarizes the findings of a preliminary engineering investigation into the existing 

crosswalk safety concerns at the intersection of Georgia Avenue, NW and Farragut Street, NW, as 

outlined in a letter submitted to DDOT TOA by ANC 4D on January 21, 2015. The letter submitted by 

the Commissioner for ANC 4D-04 requested a lighted pedestrian walkway across Georgia Avenue, NW 

at Farragut Street, NW to remind drivers to slow down and allow seniors living in the adjacent Colony 

House (a senior resident complex) and other residents to safely cross Georgia Avenue.  

 

This report provides an overview of the study area, reviews the existing crash data, assesses the 

existing configuration of the crosswalks, and provides recommendations to improve the pedestrian 

environment in response to the submitted request. 

 
1. Study Area Overview 

The intersection of Georgia Avenue, NW and Farragut Street, NW, as shown on Figure 1, is located 

on the border between the 16th Street Heights and Brightwood Park neighborhoods, north of 

Petworth. Georgia Avenue, NW is oriented north-south with two travel lanes and a parking lane in 

each direction and is classified by DDOT as a principal arterial. At this location, Georgia Avenue, 

NW carries an estimated Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT) volume of 18,800 vehicles. Farragut 

Street, NW is oriented east-west with one travel lane and a parking lane in each direction and is 

classified as a local roadway.  

 

At the intersection, Farragut Street, NW is stop-controlled, while Georgia Avenue, NW is free-

flowing. Crosswalks are provided across all approaches. To the north, Arkansas Avenue, NW 

intersects Georgia Avenue, NW at a signal. Crosswalks are provided across the east- and 

northbound approaches; no crosswalk is provided across the southbound approach at Arkansas 

Avenue, NW. To the south, Emerson Street, NW intersects Georgia Avenue, NW and is stop-

controlled. Crosswalks are provided on all approaches at Emerson Street, NW.  

 



 
   
    

 

 
Figure 1: Existing Intersection Configuration 

The WMATA 70 and 79 bus lines run along Georgia Avenue, NW. Traveling southbound, the 70 

line stops at the intersection with Farragut Street, NW. Traveling northbound, the 70 line stops at 

the intersections with Emerson Street, NW; Farragut Street, NW; and Arkansas Avenue, NW. The 

79 line is limited access, and stops are provided at Kennedy Street, NW to the north and at 

Decatur Street, NW to the south.  

 

2. Existing Crash Data 
Crash data was examined for the study intersection for the three-year period of 2012 through 

2014. The crash data provides a summary of the date and time of the accident, the location, the 

type of accident (right-angle, rear-end, etc.), the number of vehicles and pedestrians involved, 

and the number of injuries that occurred.  

 



 
   
    

 

Over the three-year period, 22 accidents were recorded at the intersection of Georgia Avenue, 

NW and Farragut Street, NW. Table 1 shows a breakdown of the type of accidents recorded at this 

location. No pedestrian- or bicycle-involved accidents were recorded in the three-years of 

analyzed crash data.  

 

Table 1: Summary of Crash Data 

Collision Type 
Number of 
Accidents 

Percentage 

Right Angle 10 45.5% 

Left Turn 2 9.1% 

Rear End 5 22.7% 

Side Swiped 2 9.1% 

Parked  1 4.5% 

Backing 1 4.5% 

Unspecified 1 4.5% 
 

3. Existing Crosswalk Configuration  
As stated previously, existing crosswalks are provided across all approaches at the intersection of 

Georgia Avenue, NW and Farragut Street, NW. Photo 1 and Photo 2 show the existing crosswalks 

across Georgia Avenue, NW looking northbound and southbound on Georgia Avenue, NW, 

respectively.  

 

As shown in Photo 1 and Photo 2, the crosswalks across Georgia Avenue, NW are painted lines 

outlining the limits of the crosswalk. Looking northbound, pedestrian warning signs are only 

provided for the crosswalk across the southbound approach; looking southbound, pedestrian 

warning signs are only provided for the crosswalk across the northbound approach.  

 



 
   
    

 

 
Photo 1: Crosswalk Across Northbound Georgia Avenue, NW 

 
Photo 2: Crosswalk Across Southbound Georgia Avenue, NW 

 



 
   
    

 

4. Recommended Improvements 
The following short-term signing and striping improvements are recommended to enhance the 

pedestrian environment at the intersection of Georgia Avenue, NW and Farragut Street, NW. 

Figure 2 and Figure 3 show a summary of the improvements recommended for the crosswalk 

across the north- and southbound approaches of Georgia Avenue, NW, respectively.  

 

Install high-visibility crosswalks: The existing crosswalks across Georgia Avenue, NW are striped 

only with lines to denote the location of the crosswalk. It is recommended that the crosswalks 

across the north- and southbound approaches of Georgia Avenue, NW be upgraded to high-

visibility ladder crosswalks. 

 

Install pedestrian warning signage (“DC LAW”) with arrow plaques (W16-7P): Existing pedestrian 

warning signage is only present at one location on each of the north- and southbound approaches 

of Georgia Avenue, NW. It is recommended that existing pedestrian warning signage be replaced 

with the “DC LAW” to stop for pedestrians in the crosswalk. Additional signage should also be 

placed where no existing signage is installed.  

 

Together, the ladder crosswalks and pedestrian warning signage will increase visibility of the 

existing crosswalks across Georgia Avenue, NW. In addition to these recommended 

improvements, ladder crosswalks could be installed along the east- and westbound approach of 

Farragut Street, NW to further increase pedestrian visibility at this intersection. The 

recommended signing and striping improvements will have negligible impact on vehicular 

capacity at the intersection.  

 

While the letter submitted by the Commissioner for ANC 4D-04 requested a lighted pedestrian 

walkway across Georgia Avenue, NW at Farragut Street, NW, the above signing and striping 

improvements are recommended to improve the quality of the existing crosswalks. As no 

pedestrian crashes were reported at this location and a signalized crosswalk is located at Arkansas 

Avenue, NW, less than 200 feet to the north, a lighted pedestrian walkway is not proposed at this 

location.  



 
   
    

 

  

Figure 2: Recommended Improvements for Crosswalk Across Northbound Georgia Avenue, NW 

 
Figure 3: Recommended Improvements for Crosswalk Across Southbound Georgia Avenue, NW 


